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A Note from Katie

At this time of year I am always struck by the
connections between life, death, re-birth and
resurrection. Coming out of winter (even the brief
winter we had here in New York) into a beautiful

spring, new life is everywhere. It reminds me of the In this Issue:
movement from the loss and darkness of Good Friday
to the joy and possibility of Resurrection on Easter OLYMPIA, WA

Coordinating Donations

Sunday.
BALTIMORE, MD
A Lesson in Knowing your Assets

From Friday to Sunday we only have to sit in that
darkness for one short day, before the story shifts
radically and the Pascal light is with us again. But with

disasters I remember that timeline isn't quite so clear. News:

Survivors don't move overnight from darkness into Fire Recovery in Texas

light, even 49 days of Len.t aren't enough for many of A coordinated effort to help Bastrop
them. Sometimes that shift can take months and County families recover from last
years. September's wildfires has begun. Read

more from the Diocese of Texas here.

As I was sitting at the Vigil on Saturday night, I

prayed for all of those impacted by the suffering in the Join "Ready to Serve”

world to know that change is possible. It's not always Offer your services to your vulnerable
as neat as one day between death and resurrection, neighbors after a disaster. Sign up here
but Easter will come, spring will come. I pray that to be called upon to volunteer.

they feel that hope, and I pray that those of us
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http://www.er-d.org/VolunteerForm/

outside that loss can work to shine that light of

possibility. Volunteer Opportunities:
Peace,
Katie Diocese of Alabama

Tornado recovery

Diocese of | ouisiana
Coordinating Donations Home rebuild program

Diocese of North Dakota

Flood recovery and home rebuild
program in Minot

by Mindy Chambers, who is
currently a member at St.

Benedict's in Lacey, WA.
Diocese of Texas

Home rebuild program in Bastrop

In December 2007, as
record-high floodwaters in
southwest Washington
began to recede, it became
clear that the needs of
those affected would
quickly overwhelm the
ability of any one
organization to respond.
Following the Presidential  Bottled water collected for families [ SREACEIIRIAUEES RIS

Upcoming Trainings:

APRIL 21, 2012
Disaster preparedness and response
training in the Diocese of Oregon

MAY 2-5, 2012
Conference for diocesan disaster

Disaster Declaration, FEMA impaC(t)?d by flO\?thlAi\ng MO

recorded over 10,000 nympiE, N o

applications for assistance across 10 countries, HISISTICS L BIOCEsel Sises et
. . . coordinators in the Mid-Atlantic in

eventually resulting in almost $18 million of federal Baltimore, MD

assistance to families and individuals. Hundreds of TR AL i)

homes were uninhabitable, and many people found Conference for diocesan disaster

themselves in shelters or staying with friends. Many coordinators in the Southeast and Gulf

had only what they had escaped with as the water Coast in Atlanta, GA

rose.

The sudden disaster was such a major news event in Chrreniiica ey

our area that hundreds of organizations and Recovery Projects:

thousands of people responded on their own. Our
church, St. John's in Olympia, was not affected by the | HELENOW

floods, but we were located close to communities who The Episcopal Diocese of

were, and we had unused space. This meant we Western Massachusetts-
were in a prime location to get involved. In addition, St. John's Episcopal Church in
several members of our congregation had been Williamstown is working with

ecumenical partners to respond to

involved in recovery efforts after Hurricane Katrina ey e s e

and were eager to help. In the first few days after the

floods, we noticed that people wanted to make The Episcopal Diocese of
donations, but it was hard to figure out what was North Dakota

needed and where it should be delivered. With this in | Al Saints Episcopal Church in Minot is
m[nd, we decided that our congre_:gation cpuld meet ﬁggggaﬁgﬂeﬁ'fh volunteers to rebuild
this need of the greater community by using our

church as a drop-off and transport center for donated The Episcopal Diocese of
supplies. North Dakota

Working with the Spirit Lake Sioux

Click here to learn more about St. John's ITibe. alcasemanagenconnects i
residents impacted by gradually rising

recovery efforts and the lessons they learned in e N e 8 g
the process. government services.

The Episcopal Diocese of
Alabama

Local programs and parishes are


http://www.er-d.org/userfiles/TIPS-Depot-2.pdf
http://www.dioala.org/misc/tornadoes.html
http://ecsla.org/join-us/
http://allsaintsminotrebuildaftertheflood.wordpress.com/
http://www.epicenter.org/wildfire-relief/
https://www.er-d.org/donate-select.php

A Lesson in Knowing Your Assets

Confirm that you like this.

helping to provide long-term rebuilding
and recovery assistance for the unmet
needs of families affected by tornadoes
in Birmingham, Tuscaloosa, Cullman,
Sawyerville, Madison County and
Dekalb County.

The Episcopal Community
Services of Louisiana (ECSLA)

Case managers are supporting affected
communities as they adapt to the
financial, emotional and social changes
caused by the oil spill.

Jericho Road

A neighborhood-based home-building
organization is working to revitalize
Central City, a New Orleans
neighborhood recovering from
Hurricane Katrina and decades of
disinvestment.

Episcopal Diocese of Vermont

The Episcopal Diocese of Vermont is
working through a netowrk of churches
to support families affected by the
floods resulting from Tropical Storm
Irene.

Episcopal Diocese of Texas

Calvary Episcopal Church is workintg
with its ecumenical partners in Bastrop
to rebuild homes destroyed by the fires
in the fall of 2011.
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Contact Us:

Add your name to the "Ready to
Serve" volunteer and skills roster at

Katie Mears, Program Manager
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